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sive in treatment, and contains much of value about the consti-
tutional issues at stake under the early Stuarts. Its importance
is the greater because the contest between prerogative and the
common law was one of the chief bones of contention between
king and parliament. It is unfortunate that, apart from Bacon,
none of the many great lawyers of the period has an adequate
biography. Sir James Stephen, A History of the Criminal Law of
England, 3 vols., 1883, is useful for legal procedure, and Cobbetfs
Complete Collection of State Trials, 34 vols., 1809-28, for cases.
However, the latter work is mainly a reprint of what had already
been published, and is wholly uncritical in its selection. J.
Bruce Williamson, The History of the Temple, London, 1924, is
serviceable for legal training.
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. Only one of the chief offices of
state has been accorded an adequate history: Florence M.
Grier Evans (Mrs. C. S. S. Higham), The Principal Secretary of
State, 1923, which is based on thorough research. The privy
council has attracted more attention. The late Edward Ray-
mond Turner wrote two volumes on The Privy Council of England.,
1603-1784, 1927, and two on The Cabinet Council of England.,
1622-1784, 1930. Both works contain a great deal of valuable
information, but it is difficult to see the wood for the trees.
Naturally the primary source for conciliar history is the Acts of
the Privy Council, which reaches only 1626 at present (1934).
Moreover the registers from 1602 to 1613 were burnt in the fire
at Whitehall in January 1619. A helpful guide is E. R. Adair,
The Sources for the History of the Council, 1924. Tudor and Stuart
Proclamations, 1485-1714, VoL I, England and Wales, calendared
by Robert Steele, 1910, is extremely important.
LOCAL HISTORY. There are many guides to local history.
Perhaps the most useful are A. L. Humphreys, A Handbook to
County Bibliography i Being a Bibliography of Bibliographies Relating
to the Counties and Towns of Great Britain and Ireland, 1917, and
Charles Gross, A Bibliography of British Municipal History, 1897.
Many counties have found bibliographers. F. A. Hyett and
William Bazeley, The Bibliographer's Manual of Gloucestershire
Literature, 3 vols., 1895-1907, with a Biographical Supplement by
F. A. Hyett and Roland Austin, 1915, is a model. The only
general work that need be noted is the Victoria History of the
Counties of England, ed. W. Page, H. A. Doubleday, and others,
i goo- , This is still in progress. Its aim is to deal with the